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l We need computers in biology
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l Computers will do exactly what you (the 
programmer) tells them to!
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Cannot find
“Data”
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l Will: go through 100 
Million data points without 
complaint

l Won’t: figure out what you 
want and do that instead.
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l Computers do however, speak their own 
languages
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l Computers do however, speak their own 
languages
- Precise
- Simple
- Foreign
- Learn-able
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l Please don't be scared of them!
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Programming draws on 
many of the same skills 
as lab work, for 
instance:

l Planning out a 
sequence of “reactions” 
to get a desired result

l Trouble shooting by 
looking at intermediate 
stages

l Patience


